Action Research

1. Course title

Inquiry and Action Research in Innovative Music Practice

2. Code of course

T.b.d.

3. Type of course 

Taught

4. Level of course

Master’s

5. Year of study

First year, first semester

6. Number of credits

6 EC 

7. Contact hours

38 hours

8. Name of tutors

t.b.c.

9. Objectives of the course

This module seeks to instill positive attitudes toward inquiry, reflection, and problem-solving as components of innovative practice and program development. Students will value research and its role in assessing effectiveness and improving programs.

Students will:
· demonstrate active inquiry and knowledge growth with regard to research literature, principles, and methods;

· formulate research problems relevant to their practice/projects in the master’s program;

· select appropriate methods of investigation and design a preliminary research plan that includes assessment/evaluation of the project;

· analyze data and draw defensible conclusions and recommendations;

· share outcomes of research in effective written and oral presentations.

10. Prerequisites

Admission to the Master’s programme.

11. Course content

This research course focuses on action research and practical research training.  It is intended to focus on the application of research skills as well as familiarity with research literature and a variety of methods. Students will design research questions, select appropriate methods, and report conclusions based on practical project implementation.

The whole course is underpinned by the aims of developing a research attitude in students, and the development of communication skills such that students are able to act as critical friends for one another (co-mentoring), asking relevant questions, helping to elucidate areas of difficulty, problem solve, reflect, and formulate appropriate research plans.

In each seminar session a particular aspect of the action research process is discussed and reflected on. Group discussions, readings, and written assignments will be used for students to connect the course content to the other compulsory modules and their professional integration project. Verbal presentations are part of the learning process and are preparatory for the presentation of their research plan.

12. Recommended reading/listening/viewing
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Borgdorff, H. (2006) The Debate on Research in the Arts, Bergen National Academy of the Arts, Bergen

Cohen, L., Manion, L. and Morrison, K. (2004) Research Methods in Education, London, Routledge and Falmer
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Scott, D. and Usher, R. (1999) Researching education: data methods and theory in educational enquiry

Smilde, R. (2008) Musicians as Lifelong Learners: discovery through biography, Groningen, Prince Claus Conservatoire

Stringer, E. (2004) Action research in education.

Zuber-Skerritt, O. (1996) New Directions in Action Research, Falmer, London.



13. Teaching methods / workforms

Seminar, individual study

14. Assessment methods

There are ongoing assessments of student assignments related to the objectives of the module. Two formative assessments take place during the sessions by the teacher as well as peers. 

Assessment: To absolve this module the student has to:

· give a 15-minute verbal presentation of their research plan, followed by reflection with the teacher and peers;

· deliver a written research plan of their professional integration project meeting the demands of action research.    
15. Language of instruction and assessment

English

16. Corresponding Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and Understanding of Context

· 9.1… be able to seek and apply knowledge from other fields of research.

· 9.3… have a profound understanding of the interrelationship between their theoretical and practical studies and should have a sense of how to use this knowledge to strengthen their own artistic development.

Independence

· 10.1… have become fully autonomous learners, able to integrate knowledge and to undertake in an organized manner tasks that may be

· extended and complex,

· applied in new or unfamiliar contexts,

· based upon incomplete or limited information.

Critical awareness

· 12.1… be able to make reflexive decisions based upon their critical responses, continuously renewing and developing their personal skills and knowledge within their profession.

Communication and project management skills

· 13.1… have become confident and experienced in their communication and social skills, including the ability to

· initiate and work with others on joint projects or activities,

· show skills in leadership, teamwork, negotiations and organisation,

· integrate with other individuals in a variety of cultural contexts,

· demonstrate their command of language (written or spoken),

· present complex work in accessible form,

· interact with and respond to a variety of audiences

17. Breakdown in sessions

Part 1 – Introduction and designing your research

Sessions 1 and 2

Introduction: an overview of the whole module: expectations, key tutors, assessment, organisation.

What is research? An initial brainstorm of students’ own perceptions of what research is/ what counts as research. What may be the research elements of artistic practice, and why might we want to be aware of and pursue these? 

Exploring a wide range of research, including scientific pure experiment, social science, action research, research through artistic practice, ethnography and auto-ethnography. What kinds of research are there in the field of music, performance, innovative practice? Exploring some key underlying principles: ontology, epistemology, positivism. 

Session 3 Contextualising your work
Why contextualise your work? What is to be gained from it? What challenges arise? What kinds of context might there be? – literature, recordings, images, etcetera. Mapping the contexts of your work – exploring all the possible areas which might be interesting to look at; refining a strategy for what to look at/listen to.

Session 4 Library

Session in the library with senior librarian: literature and source searching. This enquiry also includes on-line sources: journals, journal indexes, JSTOR, Arts and Humanities Data Service (Performing Arts), Music and Performing Arts Online, Credo, etc.

Session 5 and 6 Designing your study

An overview of research methodologies and methods, with examples, including experiment, survey, case study, ethnography, action research, auto-ethnography, observation and field notes, interview, journal and different forms of reflection. And how to deal with quantitative and qualitative data, being an insider researcher, performance as part of research. A broad range possible research outputs will be discussed as well. 

Session 7

First student presentations of research design and plan. Peer critique and discussion.

Part 2 Doing the research – gathering and analysing/evaluating data

Session 8 web-based outputs
How to disseminate the output of your research on the internet?

Session 9 and 10

An overview of the different kinds of data and how they can be dealt with, including:

· Descriptive statistics

· Qualitative data (eg interview transcripts)

· Video and audio recordings

· Field and observational notes

· Diaries and journals

· Triangulation

Session 11 and 12

Workshops of work in process – dealing with the real stuff. Student presentations of data and how they are dealing with it – what are they finding? Peer and tutor critique and discussion. 

These presentations may be supported with individual tutorial sessions?

Part 3 - Dissemination, impact and evaluation

Session 13

Who are the audiences for your research? Considering the possible impact of research, and dissemination strategies. Students will brainstorm their own projects, impact and dissemination, particularly looking forwards in relation to the professional integration project.
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